
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR METAL DETECTING 

Minutes of the NCMD Ordinary General Meeting 
Sunday 9 February 2020 – Holiday Inn Express, Northampton 

 
Present  
Clive Coleman Chair Anglian Region 

Alastair Hacket President Scottish Region 
Hilary Fagen Assistant General Secretary  North West Region 
John Rigby Membership Secretary North West Region / Central Register 
Siobhan Liehne Treasurer Scottish Region 
Steve Critchley PAAG and Best Practice Working  
 Group Representative (Co-opted Officer)  
  
Regional delegates  
 
William Hargreaves North West Region 
Wendy Howard Anglian Region  
Nick Keeler Western Region 
Jack Liehne  Scottish Region 
Brian Pollard Midlands Region 
Brian Vaughan Western Region 
John Wells Midlands Region 
Laura Wells Midlands Region 
 
Attendees 
 
Dave Sadler archmdmag.com 
Luke Higgins archmdmag.com 
Catherine Lange Communications – Central Register 
 
The interests of individuals and clubs on the Central Register were represented by John Rigby. 
 
Apologies for absence 
 
Lesley Sleith Scottish Region 
Susan Austin                                            Yorkshire Region 
 
 
1 WELCOME & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
The Chairman opened the meeting.  An apology was received in advance of the meeting from Lesley 
Sleith – as noted above.   
 
 
2 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
The minutes of the OGM held on Sunday 3 November 2019 were approved as an accurate record.   
 
Proposed by Siobhan Liehne – Scottish Region. 
Seconded by Hilary Fagen – North West Region. 
Vote: Unanimous 
 
 
 



3 MATTERS ARISING 
 

• Steve Critchley advised that he had compiled a precis informing members of the important work 
going on in the background by the NCMD (as agreed at the last OGM for posting on social media). 
Steve expressed concern that unknown to him, his precis had also appeared in the latest edition of 
Digging Deep, but he had not been made aware of this in advance. Had Steve been made aware, 
he would have added more details. 

• Clive Coleman had invited Michael Lewis to attend this meeting, but he had declined the 
invitation for the near future, until after the Treasure Review. 

 
 
4 REVIEW OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

John Rigby gave a summary of some of the correspondence received since the last meeting: 

1.  A query regarding what a family needs to do with detecting finds when someone dies. It was 
suggested that local museums might be interested in acquiring them but Steve Critchley 
advised that they should be returned to the landowner(s) if known.  If this of no interest, the 
FLO should be contacted as they are likely to be prepared to take the items. 

2.  A metal detecting website www.detectorist.com recently commissioned a survey to gain an 
insight into how the public perceive the hobby. It was agreed that the results of that survey 

should be placed on the NCMD website. 

3.  The NCMD was contacted by Florence Snead, a reporter for iNews, seeking general 
information about the hobby in the light of a recent article published in The Times (Detectorists 
helped us find Roman Britain, 6th February) and to speak to an NCMD member to ask what 
got him/her started in the hobby. Alastair Hacket and Dave Sadler assisted the reporter and an 
article is scheduled to appear in iNews. 

 Update:  Dave Sadler confirmed that the article would be in iNews next week 

4.  William Hargreaves gave an update on discussions with Craig Simpson of The Telegraph who 
had been looking for comment on the issue of contaminated green waste. Alastair Hacket had 
already spoken with Craig Simpson on 8th January.  Brian Pollard suggested that William 
contacted the Daily Mail as they are currently running a campaign – The Great British Spring 
Clean – in partnership with Keep Britain Tidy. 

   
 
5  40TH ANNIVERSARY BADGES 
 
The badges for the 40th Anniversary had been discussed in detail at the last meeting.  It had been agreed 
to go ahead with cloth badges.   Brian Pollard had prepared a first draft of the design during the last 
meeting and it had been agreed that this basic design should be used, keeping the NCMD logo. 
 
Siobhan Liehne had organised the badges, based on the agreements at the last meeting and shared the 
finished badges with delegates.  The final costs were discussed. 
 
 
6  NCMD ADMIN / MEMBERSHIP, FINANCE AND ORGANISATIONAL MATTERS 
 



Finance Update 
 

• Siobhan Liehne gave an update including a current balance status of both accounts.  Delegates 
were reminded of the confidential nature of the information given. 

 

• The new bank account had been set up.  Siobhan is the primary account holder and John Rigby 
has full administrative rights on the accounts.  Clive Coleman has observational rights only to 

ensure the accounts can be monitored at any time.  On the recommendation of the new external 
accountant, new accounting software had been implemented at a cost of £5 per month. 

 

• Siobhan confirmed that she would be seeking agreement from all delegates and executive 
committee that their personal expenses could in future be paid direct by BACS. Siobhan confirmed 
that this would require delegates to enter their personal bank details once only into the system. In 
the long term issuing expense payments by BACS would eliminate the need for cheques. 

 

• It was confirmed that all usernames and passwords for the accounting system were signed and 
sealed and given to Clive Coleman to be kept safe in case of emergency or illness. 

 

• Digging Deep had not been produced for the past year which had left more money than usual in 
the account.  Siobhan put forward the suggestion that the NCMD could pay for some trees to be 
planted.  It was agreed that as landowners had lost trees this would be good PR. It was thought 
that some landowners / estate owners may agree to detecting and rallies on their land if the 
NCMD funded the planting of new trees on their land.  It was agreed that if pursuing this, then it 
would be a good idea to contact the Woodland Trust.  It was also agreed that the planting of the 
trees would need to benefit NCMD members.  The potential of permits etc was discussed and the 
possibility of the NCMD having a charitable arm, from which various charities could benefit.  It 
was agreed this proposal should be added to the agenda for the next meeting to be discussed 
further. 

 
ACTION:  Planting of trees / charitable causes to be added to the agenda for the June meeting. 

 

• John and Laura Wells put forward a proposal that less money should be given to the NCMD from 
the membership fee charged by the regions.  For example, the Midlands region charge £8 
membership and £6 goes to the NCMD.  John and Laura suggested that only £5 is given to the 
NCMD for the membership cards and £1 is retained by the regions. 

 
The cost of insurance per head was discussed.  There were discussions on how the different regions 
spend their money and how the regions charge different amounts for their memberships. 

 
 It was proposed that in principal the cost of membership cards should be reduced from £6 to £5. 
 
 Proposed by Laura Wells – Midlands Region 
 Seconded by Brian Pollard – Midlands Region 
 Vote: Majority in favour with 1 abstention. 
 

It was agreed that the cost of membership and amount charged for membership cards should be 
added to the agenda for the AGM in June.  It was asked that delegates discuss with their members 
in the regions and come prepared with figures and proposals for discussion at the AGM. 
 
ACTION: Proposal as above to be added to the agenda for the June AGM. 

 

• Clive Coleman pointed out that with the future Agriculture Bill, it was necessary to keep enough 
money in the accounts. 

 
Membership Update 
 



• John Rigby gave an update.  John had received a further proposal for the NMCD insurance from 
Sports Insure, who have proposed to build an NCMD portal on their website with a regional map 
and contact details etc.  John gave further details and this was discussed.  John had not yet received 
a quote from Endsleigh, but he also confirmed that there had not been any problems with Hiscox 
the current insurers. One possibility discussed was to change brokers but to use the same insurer.  
It was agreed after much discussion that it was essential for both Endsleigh and Sports Insure to 
provide quotes by the end of February and then Clive Coleman should make the final decision 
based on the quotes provided. 

 
ACTION:  John Rigby to chase up quotes from both Endsleigh and Sports Insure and to pass on 
quotes to Clive Coleman for him to make the final decision. 
 

• John Wells said that the metal detecting raffle before Christmas was well received but added that 
some Central Register members had not been aware of the raffle.  John Rigby confirmed that all 
members had been notified in various ways, including a bulk email, social media and on the 
NCMD website.  John Wells raised the concern that not all members had been included in the 
draw, but John Rigby confirmed that all members were entered.  This was discussed. 

 

• Laura Wells queried the process for issuing membership cards and how they are allocated and 
distributed to avoid them getting into the wrong hands.  This was discussed. 

 
Proposal for Co-opted Officers 
 
Proposal for Dave Sadler and Luke Higgins to be co-opted as Publicity Officers 
 
Dave Sadler and Luke Higgins introduced themselves and explained what they could offer to the 
NCMD as Publicity Officers: 
 

• Hobby-specific radio shows and podcasts, like the podcast with the raffle draw before 
Christmas. 

• Inclusion of Digging Deep within their magazine - Archaeology & Metal Detecting Magazine 
(archmdmag.com).   

• Maintaining and updating social media including the NCMD Facebook page. 

• Archmdmag.tv had been launched recently. 

• An Archmdmag app is being launched, which could have direct links to NCMD. 

• Regular reference to made to the NMCD in various activities and publications. 

• Links to the NCMD 40th Anniversary throughout the year. 
 
Proposal for Catherine Lange to be co-opted as Public Relations / Information Officer 
 
Catherine Lange introduced herself and explained how she could assist the NCMD in the role of Public 
Relations / Information Officer: 

 

• Catherine has a marketing background with experience in press crisis management and 
stakeholder management. 

• Catherine has experience of summarising technical documents and writing them in simple 
terms. 

• Catherine is an Independent member and is currently a moderator on the Metal Detecting 
Forum. 

• Catherine can see the need for a cohesive approach and proposes an NCMD mission or strategy 
for communicating better with members in the future. 

 
After both parties had spoken, they left the room to allow the delegates to raise any concerns and to 
discuss the proposed appointments. 
 



Concerns were raised and discussed in detail. 
 
After much discussion it was agreed that although the NCMD does not endorse commercial rallies, the 
space in the Archaeology & Metal Detecting Magazine (archmdmag.com) would be a good platform 
for NCMD to advertise and publish articles.  It was agreed that Dave and Luke were enthusiastic and 
it would be a good idea to get them involved now. 
 
It was queried whether Catherine knew the extent of the role. Steve Critchley confirmed that the role 
would evolve, initially dealing with simple issues and then eventually dealing in some way with the 
Agriculture Bill and other more complicated issues. 
 
Probationary periods were discussed.  Steve Critchley confirmed that the roles would be appointed on 
a yearly basis, under the rules of the Constitution and can be terminated by either party at any time.  
Remuneration and expenses were also discussed. 
 
The votes took place as follows: 
 
Vote for Dave Sadler and Luke Higgins to be co-opted as Publicity Officers: 
 
Proposed by Siobhan Liehne – Scottish Region. 
Seconded by John Wells – Midlands Region. 
10 in favour.  4 abstentions.  Majority in favour. 
 
Vote for Catherine Lange to be co-opted as Public Relations/Information Officer: 
 
Proposed by Brian Vaughan – Western Region. 
Seconded by Nick Keeler – Western Region. 
14 in favour.  1 abstention.  Majority in favour. 
 

Dave, Luke and Catherine all returned to the meeting room.  It was confirmed that they were all duly 
elected as Co-opted Officers and they confirmed that they accepted the posts. 

 
 
7 SARA 

 
Brian Pollard gave a brief update.   
 
Brian had not attended a recent meeting that had taken place in Loughborough as the agenda did not 
have anything of interest for the NCMD. 
 
There is a SARA Conference taking place in Leicester on 6 March 2020, which Brian will be attending. 
 
Generally, there has not been much activity recently and most of the correspondence has been 
concerning political issues. 
 
 
8 GENERAL SECRETARY VACANCY 

 
The vacancy for General Secretary had been advertised since last year on the NCMD website, on one 
of the forums and in the Archaeology & Metal Detecting Magazine (archmdmag.com) but no 
applications had been received.  Clive Coleman had asked that delegates ask in the regions but there 
had still not been any interest in the position.   
 
The specifics of the role include dealing with the media, co-ordinating Digging Deep and regular 
attendance at NCMD meetings. Catherine Lange would now be dealing with the media as part of her 



new co-opted role as Public Relations/Information Officer.  It was confirmed that John Rigby was 
currently undertaking some of the General Secretary role as part of his role as Membership Secretary.   
 
Siobhan Liehne raised the issue that there was some confusion over the role of General Secretary.  Steve 
Critchley confirmed that since Trevor Austin had passed away, members of the Executive committee 
had taken on different tasks usually undertaken by the General Secretary. 
 
John Wells raised the point that everything must be referred to the Executive Committee before being 
released or responded to and he felt this may restrict the role of General Secretary. 
 
The suggestion of some form of remuneration for the role was discussed. 
 
The role of General Secretary was discussed in detail.  It was agreed that an updated definition of roles 
was required specifically for the General Secretary, Membership Secretary and newly Co-opted Officers 
and that this should be added to the agenda for the AGM in June. 
 
ACTION:  Updated role definitions for General Secretary, Membership Secretary and the newly Co-
opted Officers should be added to the agenda for the AGM in June. 

 
 
9 NCMD FACEBOOK PAGE 
 
Luke Higgins and Dave Sadler gave some feedback on the Facebook page.  There were approximately 
2160 followers of the page on the day of the meeting.  Most of the information on the page had been 
added over the Christmas period, including the details and results of the Metal Detector raffle just 
before Christmas.  It was confirmed that most of the comments received showed that the page had been 
well received so far. 
 
 
10 NCMD NEWSLETTER – THE FUTURE OF DIGGING DEEP 

 
At the last meeting in November it had been voted for Digging Deep to be included as a supplement in 
the Archaeology & Metal Detecting Magazine (archmdmag.com).  Luke Higgins suggested that the 
supplement would be included as a pull out using a different font and design to the rest of the 
magazine.  Luke also confirmed that the Digging Deep supplement would not contain any commercial 
adverts following the concerns raised over NCMD links to commercial advertising at the last meeting 
 
Clive Coleman confirmed that someone would be required to read over and edit any articles before 
publication.  This was discussed and Catherine Lange agreed to do this. 
 
John Wells pointed out that Digging Deep was stopped previously due to the lack of content.  It was 
agreed that delegates should remind members of this to ensure there are regular contributions.  This 
was discussed and it was agreed it would be a good platform to highlight regional events such as the 
Chester Treasure Exhibition and the Coventry Heritage Weekend. 
 
John Wells queried whether the NCMD own the copyright for Digging Deep.  It was confirmed that 
the logo and layout are owned by Harry Bain, but the name is owned by the NCMD. 
 
It was queried how members would know to access Digging Deep through the Archaeology & Metal 
Detecting Magazine.  One option would be for a pdf of the magazine to be sent to John Rigby for him 
to distribute as an electronic version to all members with an email address listed on the membership 
database, to comply with data protection requirements.  Other options discussed were a pdf on the 
archmdmag.com and NCMD websites, regions distributing to clubs and then to members or 
distributing at metal detecting events.  It was pointed out by Brian Pollard that there would still be 
members who would prefer a hard copy. 
 



The format for producing and distributing the magazine was discussed further in detail.  In her new 
role as Co-opted Public Relations/Information Officer, Catherine Lange said that this discussion 
highlighted the need for a new strategy for communication with all members.  It was agreed that it was 
up to the NCMD to decide how the magazine should be distributed and that NCMD should give help 
and guidance to Luke Higgins and Dave Sadler on this. 
 
The next editions of the Archaeology & Metal Detecting Magazine are scheduled for April, July and 
two editions in September. 
 
John Rigby suggested that the first issue of Digging Deep within the Archaeology & Metal Detecting 
Magazine should include Kevin Gorman’s History of the NCMD article. 
 
It was suggested that a working group be set up to include John Rigby, Catherine Lange, Dave Sadler 
and Luke Higgins and the group should meet soon and set up the strategy for Digging Deep going 
forward including content, format, publication and distribution. 
 
ACTION:  Working Group for Digging Deep to get together and propose strategy for taking this 
forward. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11 EXCAVATION OF FINDSPOTS – FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION 
 
At the NCMD OGM in February 2019 Steve Critchley had proposed that the NCMD should offer 
financial assistance towards the costs of emergency excavation of significant treasure findspots. It had 
been discussed and agreed in principal.  An initial figure of £1k was suggested which should be 
reviewed annually.  It had been suggested that the agreement should be subject to a clear list of 
conditions in order to safeguard the interests of the NCMD and to ensure that any donation is only 
used for the intended purpose. 
 
Steve Critchley had circulated a list of suggested conditions prior to the meeting.  The list should be 
regarded as the basic minimum requirement to be included in any arrangement made with 
archaeologists involved in excavation of significant treasure findspots.  The list of suggested conditions 
was discussed in detail. 
 
It was confirmed that financial assistance would not be considered for emergency excavation of metal 
detecting findspots located by non-NCMD members or those made during commercial or pay to search 
rally type events where it is fair to expect the organisers to deal with the financing of this.  The initial 
suggested figure of £1k was discussed and it was agreed that £2500 for the year was probably more 
realistic, although this would depend on how many excavations were necessary.  The financial 
assistance would only be a contribution rather than fully funding the excavation.  Some felt the £2500 
was not enough and £5k was suggested as an initial figure. 
 
John Wells raised the point that archaeology training may be beneficial to members to enable members 
to excavate items under time constraints.  Dave Sadler suggested a training day to give advice for 
excavations.  Steve Critchley confirmed that excavations can only be carried out by accredited 
archaeologists.  Catherine Lange proposed that basic guidelines should be included on the NCMD 
website to give at least the minimum information.  Trevor Austin had previously prepared a guidance 
note on this. 
 



The process of applying for the financial assistance was discussed.  The FLO would initially have to 
contact the NCMD as a potential funding source towards the excavation.  The NCMD would need to 
know the background to the find, the costs involved and who else was contributing before any 
decisions were made. There are difficulties expected because of the lack of overall guidance to FLO’s 
from the PAS Central Unit. At present after internal PAS discussions it is expected that each FLO is 
responsible for protocols in their own areas hence there will be degrees of variability which may cause 
problems with any funding from the NCMD.  
 
Brian Pollard suggested and it was agreed that at this stage it was best to vote on the principal of the 
proposal to enable it to move forward. 
 
The vote to propose adopting and agreeing the proposal in principal was as follows: 
 
Proposed by Brian Pollard – Midlands Region 
Seconded by Siobhan Liehne – Scottish Region 
10 in favour.  2 against.  2 abstentions. Majority in favour. 

 
The vote to propose a maximum of £5k contribution in any 1 year was as follows: 
 
Proposed by Brian Vaughan – Western Region 
Seconded by Siobhan Liehne – Scottish Region. 
9 in favour.  
 
It was confirmed that Co-opted Officers cannot vote, as stated in the constitution.  It was suggested by 
John Wells that this be amended and should be added to the agenda for the AGM in June. 
 
ACTION:  Amendments to the Constitution to allow Co-opted Officers to vote to be added to the 
agenda for the AGM in June. 
 
ACTION: It was agreed that based on the votes, Steve Critchley would take the agreement in 
principal to PAS at the next PAAG meeting for discussion. 

 
 
12 ARCH UPDATE AND HERITAGE WATCH INITIATIVE 
 
David Rees was not at the meeting and an update on the Heritage Watch Initiative in the Western 
Region was read out by Nick Keeler on David’s behalf.   
 
David Rees had met with the County Archaeologist and FLO for Wiltshire just before Christmas.  The 
meeting was mainly to discuss a concern they had in relation to metal detecting rallies in the County 
that are not being better supervised in relation to the finds made and items being recorded and/or 
reported to the PAS.  It was agreed that a small group of volunteers would be trained by the FLO with 
the aim to attend rallies and record items for the PAS.  Further meetings on this pilot scheme are to be 
arranged. 

 
David had not heard anything further from Mark Harrison except information about a case he has been 
working on which had led to imprisonment.  Mark Harrison had confirmed that he would be in touch 
to move the Heritage Initiative forward with further training. 
 
David has been invited to take part in a promotion relating to the Rural Crime Unit on 18 April at 
Wiltshire headquarters.  This is being attended mainly by archaeologists and David’s role will be to 
demonstrate a metal detector and promote the NCMD and responsible metal detecting. 
 
The items reported in the update were discussed. 
 
 



13 UPDATE ON PAS RELATED ISSUES  
 
 
Steve Critchley reminded the meeting that some aspects of discussions relating to PAS matters were to 
remain confidential and are not to be shared. 
 
Treasure Stats Release 2017/2018 

 
The Treasure Stats for 2017/2018 are available on the DCMS Website, but the figures have not yet been 
officially announced for 2018/2019 which is expected to show an increase in reports of Treasure. 
 
Treasure Act Review 
 
There is no news yet on the consultation process.  It was agreed that the holdup may be due to Brexit 
and other issues taking up most of the parliamentary time. 
 
Portable Antiquities Annual Report 2018 
 
The Portable Antiquities Annual Report 2018 had been launched in February 2020.  Steve Critchley 
highlighted some key points from the report and gave background to the various issues including the 
following: 
 

• Mandatory reporting 

• Regional figures 

• FLOs 

• Training for detectorists – awaiting the outcome of the Treasure Review 

• PAS funding 

• PAS strategy 
 

These items and other points of interest were discussed. 
 

PAAG meeting 19 November 2019 report 
 
Steve Critchley had attended the Portable Antiquities Advisory Group (PAAG) meeting on 19 
November 2019.  Steve gave a brief background to the PAAG and listed the various stakeholders 
involved.  The main purpose of the PAAG is to advise how the PAS develops for the following year.  
The next PAAG meeting would be taking place in March, when a new Chair of PAAG would be 
appointed. 
 
Steve gave a summary of the agenda items discussed at the November meeting and these were 
discussed in some detail. 
 
 
Agriculture Bill 
 
The Heritage Alliance have been pushing for the Agriculture Bill, to ensure protection of heritage sites. 
 
There are proposals for Environmental Land Management schemes to replace the current stewardship 
schemes. 
 
As Steve can foresee issues for the hobby if the Agriculture Bill is implemented, he has proposed that 
the NCMD appoint an officer to concentrate on the Agriculture Bill for at least the next 5 years.  Steve 
shared his concerns and these were discussed. 
 
 
14 CONTAMINATED GREEN WASTE 



 
William Hargreaves gave a detailed update of his investigations to date. 
 
William is preparing a map of the UK, showing the locations of examples of contaminated green waste.  
He has asked regional representatives to encourage members to use the app “What3words”, which 
enables members to send the location of any contaminated waste they find to William for him to 
highlight on the map.  He had received only 1 response so far from Cheshire.  William is keen to pursue 
this and encouraged delegates to inform members and ask them to notify him of any contamination 
they find. 
 
William’s email address is: williamhargreaves47@gmail.com. 
 
William also gave details of information received from David Rees in the Western Region where 
contaminated waste is being used on farmland. 
 
NCMD have continued to try and highlight the growing issue of contaminated waste, particularly with 
focus on the heath impact.  The issue was discussed on the NCMD Podcast with John Wells and has 
also been highlighted in newspaper articles.  The impact on health must be highlighted wherever 
possible, especially now there is evidence of human waste as well as animal waste being dumped on 
farmland. 
 
William had raised the issue on the NCMD Facebook page and he had received a response from 
someone who works within the waste industry, confirming how local authorities are not dealing with 
the issue and are instead contributing to the problem.  William had also received examples of farmers 
and landowners being offered large sums of money to take the contaminated waste onto their land.   
 
Some supermarkets and retailers will not buy vegetables etc off contaminated land. However, this does 
not resolve the issue as there are cattle and sheep grazing on the contaminated land which are then 
being sold for human consumption. 
 
Any evidence or reports that William receives regarding contaminated waste is sent to the Women’s 
Institute (WI) as they are also pursuing the issue. 
 
Other issues related to this topic were discussed: 
 
Sludge containing microplastics 
Sewage works – sewage contaminated with metals for example lead from pipework, plastics and other 
micro contaminants being used as a fertiliser in nitrate sensitive arable cultivation zones. 
Water testing to identify contamination of groundwater as well as surface water streams and so on. 
 
 
15  REGIONAL REPORTS 

 
North West Region 
 
The North West region is going from strength to strength with almost 1000 members.  Everything is 
generally going well.  There is a new FLO in the North West region. 
 
The Treasure Chest Exhibition is taking place on 22 August 2020 at Chester Town Hall.  The event is 
free to enter and all are welcome to attend. 
 
Midlands Region 
 

Things are ticking over in the Midlands region.   John Wells has received numerous requests from 
people who have lost items of jewellery etc. 
 

about:blank


Coventry is the City of Culture in 2021.  In recent years the exhibition held by the Midlands region as 
part of the Coventry Heritage Weekend has been held in St Mary’s Guildhall.  This venue is being given 
funding as part of the City of Culture to enable them to carry out extensive renovation work.  This 
would mean the exhibition would need to be held in an alternative venue.  The Midlands region have 
previously held exhibitions in Drapers Hall in Coventry, so this may be an option as an alternative 
venue. 
 
Western Region 
 
The Western region is looking to expand.  It is seen as an outreach process as they currently have clubs 
and members from Gloucestershire to Cornwall, covering a large area. 
 
The region is still involved with the Heritage Watch Initiative, as detailed earlier in the meeting. They 
have been working with and assisting local Police. 
 
Chippenham Museum currently has exhibits from Chippenham Metal Detecting Club on display. 
 

Nick Keeler gave details of fundraising for charity that has taken place in the region, including 
fundraising he has done himself by collecting scrap from digs and rallies over the past 12 years. 
 
Nick reported that sadly Andy Stanley, who had represented the Western region at NCMD meetings 
in the past, was very poorly with a terminal illness.  Delegates asked for their best wishes to be sent to 
Andy’s wife Lorraine Stanley. 
 
Scottish Region 
 
It had generally been a quiet time in the Scottish region.  The region has record membership numbers 
and many new enquiries had been received from European colleagues. 
 
One of the winners from the Christmas metal detector raffle had been from the Scottish region. 
 
There was no further update on the Derek McLennan case. 
 
Anglian Region 
 
It has been very quiet in the Anglian region and there was nothing to report. 
 
 
16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was confirmed the next AGM & OGM would take place on Sunday 14 June 2020 at the Holiday Inn 
Express, Northampton.  Items for the agendas should be sent to Alastair Hacket by the end of April. 
 
 
17 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• Hilary Fagen felt that the NCMD was seen just as a provider of insurance and she believes that 
more exposure is needed.  Hilary has suggested each member of the Executive committee 
includes a photograph and light-hearted precis to introduce themselves either in Digging Deep 
or on the Facebook page.  This was discussed. 

 

• Steve Critchley asked if everyone agreed that he could dispose of back copies of Digging Deep.  
This was agreed, although it was suggested that some of them could be given to libraries and 
doctor surgeries, but in this instance Dave and Luke took the remaining stock to distribute at 
rallies they will be attending. 

, 


